Of nine Memoirs sent to the Society, two have particularly fixed the attention of the committee. They were written in answer to the following question : " To prepare the acetate of potash, so as to obtain it white and saturated, without employing radical vinegar, and without having recourse to fusion ; to point Out which of the two, the acid or the alkali, gives it the colouring principle."
The first Memoir, with the motto Ex cognitis incognita, is written with great precision.
The author, after having ascertained the advantage which would result from obtaining this salt in all its purity by a simple and ceconomical process, begins by inquiring from whence the colouring principle arises: it cannot, he says, be owing to the alkali, when it is considered that the fusion of the acetate of potash renders it insoluble, and that the heat requisite for this fusion is not so 
